
UPCOMING EVENT 

Heat from the Sea: Could Lochindaal heat our homes? 

Tuesday 23rd July, 7.30pm 

Islay Nature Centre, Port Charlotte, Isle of Islay 

As part of the GeoAtlantic project, Islay Energy Trust has been looking at the potential for using ground and water 

source heat pumps for heating homes and businesses on Islay, Jura and Colonsay. 

Along with looking at how people are already using ground source heat pumps, we’ve undertaken some interesting 

research examining how LochIndaal could potentially be used as a source of heat.  For those who have braved the 

chilly waters of Scotland’s west coast, you may wonder how such a thing is possible.  However, heat pumps are 

capable of taking the constant low-level heat available in the ground, lochs and the sea and compressing it to create 

useable heat for heating and hot water.   

Although the heat pumps use a small amount of electricity to convert the low level temperatures to useable heat, 

the heat they draw from the ground or the water is replenished by the sun, so the heat generated by heat pumps is 

classed as renewable heat. 

Whilst ground source heat pumps are not uncommon these days, and there are several installations in Scotland 

using fresh water as a source of renewable heat, people have tended to shy away from using the sea as a source.  In 

part, this is due to the fact that not a lot of research had been carried out on how to deal with the marine 

environment on a technical, environmental and licencing front for such a system. 

The GeoAtlantic project has provided a great opportunity to explore the theory of this more, and we have been 

working with a heat pump specialist a local marine contractor to assess what kind of work would be required to set 

up a system to extract heat from LochIndaal; how it might operate; and what it would look like. 

Though each marine location is different, the research should be of interest to anyone keen to know more about the 

potential of harnessing heat from the sea, particularly within a remote rural area.  The research will be published in 

the next few months but we’re giving you a sneak preview of our findings in our talk ‘Heat from the Sea: Could 

Lochindaal heat our homes?’ at Islay Nature Centre in Port Charlotte on Tuesday 23rd of July at 7.30pm, in 

partnership with the Islay Natural History Trust. 

As well as presenting our research there will be information available on how homes, community buildings and 

businesses could reduce costs and earn money from the Renewable Heat Incentive by switching to renewable heat. 

This free event is sponsored by the GeoAtlantic Project.  Refreshments available.  All welcome. 

 

 

 


