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Disclaimer 

While Cornwall Insight considers the information and opinions given in this report and all other documentation 
are sound, all parties must rely upon their own skill and judgement when making use of it. Cornwall Insight will 
not assume any liability to anyone for any loss or damage arising out of the provision of this report howsoever 
caused.  

The report makes use of information gathered from a variety of sources in the public domain and from 
confidential research that has not been subject to independent verification. No representation or warranty is 
given by Cornwall Insight as to the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in this report. 

Cornwall Insight makes no warranties, whether express, implied, or statutory regarding or relating to the 
contents of this report and specifically disclaims all implied warranties, including, but not limited to, the implied 
warranties of merchantable quality and fitness for a particular purpose. Numbers may not add up due to 
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1 About this pack 

• This is the quarterly report for Q418 (October - December 2018) of year nine of the Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI)  

• It provides details of developments within Q418 for non-domestic RHI roll-out including: 

 The tariffs for RHI technologies for the current quarter 

 The average cost of different technology types accredited under the RHI 

 An update on scheme policies for the quarter in review 

 An updated view of heat generation, installation and installer data from Ofgem 

• Sources include BEIS Monthly RHI deployment data, which has summarised data from Ofgem 

• Pixie Energy has also prepared an equivalent quarterly report for the domestic RHI scheme which will be available in March 

• The next quarterly report is due April 2019 and will cover Q119 (January - March 2019) RHI scheme developments 

• Further information: M.Brown@cornwall-insight.com  
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2 Headlines 

• The current budget cap for 2018-19 for both domestic and non-domestic applications is set at £900mn with expenditure so far estimated at 
£835mn for both schemes combined 

 The current estimated cost of non-domestic applications for the end of 2018-19 is estimated to be £717mn (£118mn for domestic applications) as 
forecasted on 31 December 2018 

• BEIS announced on 1 January 2019 that non-domestic expenditure for large biogas and biomethane breached thresholds for degression  

 The tariffs for large biogas and biomethane will be degressed by 15% 

 The degression process summary for biogas and biomethane in Q418 (Oct-Dec 2018) is shown in Figure 5 

 The current non-domestic tariffs with relevant tiers are shown in Figure 5 

• Non-domestic heat generation for Q418 was 2,510GWh  

 Cumulative heat generation totalled 29,705GWh  

• The total number of installations for Q418 was 221 

 The cumulative number of installations to date is 19,124 

• The trend of fewer installations of greater capacity has continued throughout Q418 

 Non-domestic installations under the RHI remains in decline, with new installation numbers at a record low since creation of the scheme 

 Non-domestic generation per installation is at its second highest total since the scheme was created at 0.75MW per installation 
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3 Guidance and scheme developments

3.1 What is the non-domestic RHI? 

• The Non-domestic Renewable Heat Incentive (Non-domestic RHI) is a 
UK Government financial incentive to promote the generation and use of 
renewable heat, opened on 28 November 2011 

• The scheme is part of the UK government’s wider efforts to decarbonise 
the UK’s heating sector and meet targets for renewable energy.  

 The UK has an EU target to source 12% of its heat from renewables 
by 2020 and reducing emissions from the sector will be important to 
reaching the fourth and fifth carbon budgets through 2023-27 and 
2028-32 respectively. 

• The Non-domestic RHI offers quarterly payments to businesses and 
industry for renewable fuels, predominantly biomass over the lifetime of 
the scheme (twenty years) funded through general taxation.  

 This is to incentivise the production of renewable energy in the 
commercial, industrial and other sectors  

 The scheme was introduced before the domestic RHI scheme, which 
is modelled off the non-domestic scheme 

• The Non-domestic scale RHI provides incentives for 11 categories of 
technologies:  

 Solid biomass boilers 

– Small under 200kW 

– Medium of 200-1000kW 

– Large over 1000kW  

o Solar thermal of under 200kW 

o Water or ground source heat pumps  

– Small under 100kW 

– Large over 100kW 

o Biomethane 

o Biogas  

o Air source heat pumps  

o CHP  

o Deep geothermal.  

 Incentives are based on the proportion of non-domestic consumption or 
heat they generate (Figure 6), given as a p/kWh figure from quarterly 
tariffs (see section 3.4) 

 All systems must be installed under the Microgeneration Certification 
Scheme (MCS) or an equivalent scheme. The MCS is an independent 
mark of quality assurance for microgeneration products and their 
installation 

 Installations which can be accredited for the scheme must fall under 
specific eligibility parameters, outlined in Figure 1 

• In cases of Non-domestic RHI installation, generation will be metered 
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3.2 Accessing non-domestic RHI 

• Applicants may claim for eligible systems which were installed on or 
after 15 July 2009  

 Some exceptions include air to water heat pumps, biogas over 
200kW or over, or a CHP system that generates heat from another 
RHI technology, which were only eligible for accreditation from 4 
December 2013 

 Ground loop systems were only eligible for accreditation from 22 May 
2018 

• To access non-domestic RHI, potential beneficiaries will have to register 
online with the RHI Register as the authorised signatory if heating 
systems are in line with eligibility in Figure 1.  

 Applicants will then have to complete an online form on the RHI 
Register as part of Accreditation 

• Further information on the eligibility criteria by technology can be found 
below in Figure 1.  

• Eligible uses for the scheme from 28 November 2011 to 23 September 
2013 include:  

 Heating space within a building 

 Heating water within a building (for direct use) 

 Carrying out a process within a building (such as cooking, drying and 
other industrial uses 

• RHI changes made for the period 24 September 2013 to 22 May 2018 
include all above eligible uses, as well as the use of heat for cooking and 
drying outside a building  

• From 22 May 2018 the non-domestic RHI includes tighter definitions of 
eligible uses, with drying no longer being used as an eligible use 

• Any usage not included in eligible uses is therefore an ineligible use 
under the non-domestic RHI. Ineligible uses include common examples 
such as: 

 Heating of external surfaces to prevent frost or mitigate the effects of 
cold temperatures 

 Underground heating of open external spaces 

 Heating of open air 

 The new RHI scheme regulations from 2018 also includes: 

 Digestate drying 

 Woodfuel drying 

 Heat used in domestic premises 

 Drying processing or cleaning of waste 

 Heating of swimming pools 

• Further details can be found in the Guidance Volume One: Eligibility and 
How to Apply by Ofgem
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Figure 1: Parameters for domestic RHI installation eligibility 

Technology Eligibility Criteria 

Solid Biomass 

Small (<200kW) 

Medium (200-1000kW) 

Large (>1000kW) 

 

Fuel eligibility requirements: these specify that biomass must be solid state, as gaseous or liquid biomass classifies as biogas or biomethane.  

A valid emissions certificate and environmental permit.  

Must keep records of all the fuels and/or feedstocks used. 

Lifecycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions limit of 34.8gCO2 per MJ of biomass heat generated. 

MCS certification requirements (or equivalent) apply for installations less than or equal to 45kW. 

For biomass burnt in waste, it must have separate fuel eligibility requirements and must burn solid biomass within waste materials. 

Small Solar Thermal (<200kW) 
Must be flat plate or evacuated tube 

MCS certification requirements or equivalent apply for installations less than or equal to 45kWth 

Heat pumps 

Ground and water small (<100kW) 

Ground and water large (>100kW) 

Must have a Coefficient of Performance of at least 2.9. and a design Seasonal Performance Factor of at least 2.5.  

Reversible heat pumps must only measure heating, not cooling. 

Capacity of heat pumps must be specified based on design conditions.  

MCS certification requirements or equivalent apply for installations less than or equal to 45kW. 

Must not use energy located and extracted from 500m or more beneath the surface of solid earth. 

Air-to-water heat pumps 

Must generate heat by absorbing energy stored in the form of heat in the ambient air, not from buildings or processes 

Must not be designed to provide cooling. 

Must have a Coefficient of Performance of at least 2.9 and a design Seasonal Performance Factor of at least 2.5. 

MCS certification requirements or equivalent apply for installations less than or equal to 45kW. 

Shared ground loop heat pumps 

More than one heat pump utilising a ground loop, accredited on or after 22 May 2018. 

Heat pumps will require metering if heat use is for a non-domestic purpose. 

Must not use energy located and extracted from 500m or more beneath the surface of solid earth. 

Biomethane 

The existing regulatory framework external to Ofgem must be adhered to at all times.  

Documents required to demonstrate biomethane produced meets, or is expected to meet, all Health and Safety Executive requirements on gas safety. 

Lifecycle greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions limit of 34.8gCO2 per MJ of biomethane injected. 

Proposals must specify intended biogas production plant and confirm that equipment used to produce biomethane has been commissioned. 

Biogas 

Gas must be from anaerobic digestion, gasification or pyrolysis and must not be biogas from anaerobic digestion which is landfill gas 

May not generate heat from solid biomass, keeping records of all fuels and/or feedstocks used. 

Only one biogas production plant may be declared for the purposes of one RHI registration. 

CHP 

Heat and power must be generated from one of ; geothermal, biogas, solid biomass (excluding from waste) or solid biomass from waste source, and must meet the criteria 
for those technologies; alone or in any combination of the latter three above, provided that each type of fuel is burned in a separate combustion unit, the relevant 
combustion units (and biogas production plant where the combustion units burn biogas) were first commissioned as part of a CHP system on or after 4th December 2013. 

1MWe or above which is accredited Renewables Obligation (RO) scheme should satisfy RO sustainability obligations.  

Deep Geothermal 
Must generate heat using naturally occurring energy located and extracted from at least 500m beneath the surface of the solid earth. 

Source: Ofgem 
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3.3 Past policy updates for current RHI year 

• A 14 December 2016 consultation response, The Renewable Heat 
Incentive: A Reformed Scheme, was deployed to the government’s 
March 2016 review of the RHI scheme. These have resulted in a review 
for the areas of the existing non-domestic RHI 

3.3.1 Tariff Agreements 

Tariff guarantees were introduced as of 22 May 2018, providing 
investors with greater long-term stability for larger RHI systems 

• Systems included large solid biomass, large biogas plants (over 600kW) 
ground source heat pumps over 100kW, and all capacities of 
biomethane, biomass CHP and geothermal plants 

 This does however include a limit of 250GWh to any tariff for any 
technology under the scheme  

 The government has the right to close the tariff guarantee process if 
take up of tariffs risks ending the RHI scheme earlier than anticipated   

• The three biomass tariff bands were all assigned a single new tariff with 
two tiers 

 Tier 1 is priced at 3.05p/kWh and Tier 2 at 2.14p/kWh  

 Each has a tier threshold equivalent to a 35% load factor  

• Ground loop systems payments to be made based on deemed heat use 

 Ground loop systems connected to domestic properties will require 
electricity metering 

• New biomethane and biogas plants receive support only if 50% or higher 
of the heat generated originates from wastes or residues. This proportion 
is necessary to ensure sustainability 

 New participants were made unable to receive support for dry 
digestate  

3.3.2 Technology eligibility changes 

As of 1 October 2018 

• Participants in the scheme that experience issues/breakdown of their 
accredited installation will be able to replace it under the non-domestic 
RHI regulation  

• The use of estimated data will now be limited to a maximum of two years 
of support payments per installation, compared to previous regulation 
which puts no limit on data claims so long as the situation is an 
‘exceptional circumstance’ 

• Applicants will be required to declare that necessary environmental 
permits have been granted, or that no permits are required, on 
applications for accreditation or registration. 
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3.4 New policy updates for current quarter 

3.4.1 Tariff Agreements 

• There were no announced changes to tariff agreements in this quarter by 
Ofgem 

3.4.2 Technology eligibility changes 

• There were no announced changes to technology eligibility changes in 
this quarter by Ofgem 

3.4.2 Proposed eligibility changes 

• The following changes have been proposed in the most recent 
government consultation held on the 16 October 2018 

 Exclusion of further support for both domestic and non-domestic 
biomass installations of all sizes in urban areas on the gas grid. This 
also applies to all combined heat and power (CHP) installations but 
excludes biogas. 

 Views sought on mandatory maintenance checks on existing and new 
biomass installations to ensure appropriate fuels are combusted 

• The consultation closed to submission of new responses on 27 
November 2018. The outcome of the consultation is still to be 
confirmed. 
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Figure 2: Summary of non-domestic RHI changes throughout this for year nine of the RHI  

Source: Pixie Energy 



 
 
 

 

 

11 

3.5 Budget and expenditure 

• The RHI is funded through general taxation with the scheme budget set 
at each Government Spending Review as a cumulative figure 

• The current cumulative budget cap for 2018-19 is set at £900mn with a 
current estimated expenditure set at £835mn for both domestic and 
non-domestic schemes combined and £724mn for non-domestic only. 
The expenditure threshold for 2018-19 is £419mn. 

 Current forecast expenditure for the year is £903mn as of 31 
December 2018. This is higher than the expenditure threshold 
meaning degression could occur if the forecast expenditure for any 
individual technology type also exceeds its threshold 

 In Q418, the forecast expenditure for large biogas and biomethane 
exceeded its budget cap of £395mn by £31mn (see section 3.6) 

• If the budget cap for a quarter is breached, tariff rates will be subject to 
degression in order to limit overall spending  

 Expenditure for each technology falls below the thresholds required 
for degression to occur this quarter, therefore no decrease in tariff 
rates will occur 

 Degression may also occur when actual growth is higher than 50% 
compared to projected growth. This occurred for large ground source 
heat pumps and deep geothermal plants this quarter. 

• Figures 3 and 4 outline the forecast expenditure by BEIS as of 31 
August. This quarter, large biogas and biomethane exceeded the 
expenditure threshold – see Section 3.6. 

 

 

Figure 3: Table showing forecast expenditure and expenditure threshold by technology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tariff category 

Forecast 

expenditure 

(£m) 

Expenditure 

threshold (£m) 

Threshold 

breached? 

(Yes/No) 

All biomass plants 397.70 411.0 No 

Small and medium biogas 

(below 600kW) 
48.90 57.73 No 

Large biogas (above 

600kW) and biomethane 
425.80 395.25 Yes 

Air source heat pumps 

and small ground source 

heat pumps (below 

100kW) 

3.85 7.34 No 

Large ground source heat 

pumps (above 100kW) 
13.05 17.96 No 

Solar thermal  0.28 1.49 No 

CHP 66.14 88.82 No 

Deep geothermal plants 0.0 3.23 No 

TOTAL 955.72 982.82  

Source: BEIS non-domestic monthly forecast 
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Figure 4: Figure showing forecast expenditure and expenditure threshold by technology 

Source: Pixie Energy; BEIS non-domestic monthly forecast 
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3.6 Non-domestic tariffs 

• RHI payments (in p/kWH) are based on the tariff rates which are set at 
quarterly intervals 

 In all cases, payment is calculated by multiplying the heat demand for 
the property by the tariff rate 

 Payments from the scheme are made quarterly for twenty years from 
the starting date at the fixed rate 

• BEIS announced on 1 January 2019 that there would be a degression of 
15% for large biogas and biomethane tariff levels 

 Large biogas tariffs were lowered from 1.36p/kWh to 1.16p/kWh 

 Biomethane tariff levels were lowered for all three tiers from 
5.60p/kWh to 4.76p/kWh for tier 1, 3.29p/kWh to 2.80p/kWh for tier 2 
and 2.53p/kWh to 2.16p/kWh for tier 3 

 Figure 5 shows the changes to tariff rates for Q418 

 Figure 6 shows the tariff degression pathway taken for Q418 

• Historically, tariff changes have been predominantly led by the solid 
biomass technologies, with large variations due to uptake changes 

 Tariff rates for all sizes of biomass installation have remained 
constant since 1 April 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: List of tariffs by tier and technology type 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology type 
Tariff rate (p/kWh) 

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Solid biomass CHP 4.42 - - 

Water/ground source heat pumps  9.36 2.79 - 

Air source heat pumps 2.69 - - 

Deep geothermal 5.38 - - 

All solar collectors 10.75 - - 

Biomethane injection 4.76 (5.60) 2.80 (3.29) 2.16 (2.53) 

Small biogas 4.64 - - 

Medium biogas 3.64 - - 

Large biogas 1.16 (1.36) - - 

Small biomass 3.05 2.14 - 

Medium biomass 3.05 2.14 - 

Large biomass 3.05 2.14 - 

Source: BEIS non-domestic monthly forecast 
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Figure 6: Degression process summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Pixie Energy; Ofgem 
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4 Cost of technology 

• The technology with the lowest median cost per kWh in Q418 is 
medium solid biomass boilers at £360/kWh 

 This is followed by large solid biomass boilers (£460/kWh), small 
solid biomass boilers (£590/kWh) and combined heat and power 
installations (£890/kWh) 

• The technology with the highest median cost per kWh in Q418 is 
small biogas at £2,580/kWh 

 This is followed by medium biogas (£1,960/kWh), small water or 
ground source heat pumps (£1,860/kWh) and small solar thermal 
(£1,420/kWh) 

• Figure 7 shows the median cost in £/kWh for each technology 
accredited under the scheme 

 Figures shown are averaged since initial price costing information 
from November 2011 

 Median values were used due to reported costs for non-domestic 
installations showing as positively skewed 

 Biomethane costing information was not available due to the non-
capacity aspect of such installations 

 Deep geothermal costing information was not available due to the 
accreditation of zero installations on the scheme 
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Figure 7: Range of costs (£/kWh) for each non-domestic RHI accredited technology with 
median cost highlighted in black 
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5 Non-domestic RHI installations by number 

• Installations for Q418 were down by 98 from the same quarter of the year prior 

• A total of 221 installations have been accredited in Q418  

 88 in October 2018  

 72 in November 2018  

 61 in December 2018  

• A combined total of 19,124 installations are now supported by the scheme 

 Small solid biomass boilers now account for 68% of the total 

• Q418 recorded the lowest number of installations in a quarter since creation of the scheme 

 Small biomass generator installations were at their lowest for the current RHI year with 22 installations in Q418 

 Medium biomass installations were the most popular technology for Q418, despite installation numbers being down by 114 on the same period the 
previous year (Q417) 

 Large biomass installations were at 13 in Q418 – the highest for a quarter in the history of the scheme 

 The first four biomethane installations were accredited for the current year in Q418 (two in November and December respectively) bringing total 
biomethane capacity from 241MW (September 2018) to 266MW (December 2018) 

 All other technologies show a relatively stable change from Q317 

• Q418 recorded the second highest capacity per installation in the history of the scheme at 0.75MW per installation (second to 1.01MW per installation in 
September 2018) 

 This reflects a continued trend of higher capacity installations and a declining total number of installations 

• Figure 8 and Figure 9 show monthly installation developments 
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Figure 8: Developments by number of non-domestic installations. The quarter in review is highlighted. 

Monthly - 
Installations by 

number 

Nov -11 - 
Nov-17 

Dec -17 Jan -18 Feb -18 Mar -18 Apr -18 May -18 Jun -18 Jul - 18 Aug -18 Sep -18 Oct -18 Nov -18 Dec -18 
RHI Year  
(Apr -18 - 
Mar -19) 

Cumulative Total  
(Nov-11 - Dec-18) 

Small Solid 
Biomass Boiler 
(<200 kW) 

12,703 11 12 12 -2 13 13 21 16 9 6 6 8 8 100 12,863 

Medium Solid 
Biomass Boiler 
(200-1000 kW) 

2,985 57 63 75 33 44 53 47 46 70 32 36 20 15 363 3,576 

Large Solid 
Biomass Boiler 
(>1000 kW) 

59 1 2 1 0 2 0 0 0 3 6 6 3 4 24 87 

Small Solar 
Thermal (<200 
kW) 

277 3 4 4 3 1 13 3 1 4 0 1 0 0 23 314 

Small Water or 
Ground Source 
Heat Pumps 
(<100 kW) 

683 1 9 9 10 9 10 11 9 19 14 6 9 5 92 804 

Large Water or 
Ground Source 
Heat Pumps 
(>100 kW) 

150 4 3 2 2 5 2 1 4 2 5 8 9 6 42 203 

Biomethane 82 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 4 89 

Biogas 483 23 13 9 18 15 4 17 11 21 9 18 12 8 115 661 

Air Source 
Heat Pumps 

364 3 4 11 10 8 10 10 7 12 7 5 7 8 74 466 

CHP 38 1 2 0 2 1 3 0 2 0 3 2 2 5 18 61 

Deep 
Geothermal 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 17,851 104 115 123 76 98 108 110 96 140 82 88 72 61 855 19,124 

Data from BEIS RHI deployment data 
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Figure 9: Number of non-domestic installations by month & technology with average technology capacity (MW)
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6 Non-domestic RHI installations by heat 

generation and capacity 

6.1 Heat generation 

• As of 31 December 2018, a total of 29,705 GWh of heat has been 
generated on the non-domestic RHI scheme. 

 Of this total, the majority of generation is attributed to:  

– 9,095 GWh (31%) medium solid biomass boilers  

– 8,567 GWh (29%) small solid biomass boilers 

– 6,661 GWh (22%) biomethane 

– 3,000 GWh (10%) large solid biomass boilers  

• 2,510 GWh of heat was generation in Q418 (October to December 2018)  

 861 GWh in October 2018 

 815 GWh in November 2018 

 834 GWh in December 2018 

• Total quarterly generation has increased by 546 GWh from the same 
period the previous year (Q417) 

 This is primarily influenced by a substantial increase in medium solid 
biomass generation, which has increased by 318 GWh for October – 
December compared to the previous year, and surpassed small solid 
biomass generation in September 2018 for the first time in the history 
of the scheme 

 Equally, biogas generation has increased by 151 GWh compared to 
the same period the previous year 

• Figure 10 and Figure 11 detail GWh capacity development 

6.2 Capacity installed 

• As of 31 December 2018, a total capacity of 4,422 MW is accredited to 
the scheme 

 Of this total, the majority of capacity is attributed to: 

– 1,965 MW (44%) medium solid biomass boiler 

– 1,510 MW (34%) small solid biomass boiler 

– 376 MW (9%) large solid biomass boiler 

– 266 MW (6%) biogas 

• 129.8 MW of capacity has been accredited in Q418 (October to 
December 2018) 

 51 MW in October 2018 

 33 MW in November 2018 

 46MW in December 2018 

• Total quarterly capacity has decreased by 31MW from the same period 
the previous year 

 This is primarily due to fewer accredited installations in Q418 

• Figure 12 shows the total MW installed capacity 
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Figure 10: Heat generation (GWh) developments by month and technology. The quarter in review is highlighted. 

(GWh) 
Nov -11 – Nov 

-17 
Dec -

17 
Jan -

18 
Feb -

18 
Mar -

18 
Apr -

18 
May -

18 
Jun -

18 
Jul - 
18 

Aug -
18 

Sep -
18 

Oct -
18 

Nov -
18 

Dec -
18 

RHI Year  
(Apr -18 - Mar 

-19) 

Cumulative 
Total  

(Nov-11 – Dec-
18) 

Small Solid 
Biomass Boiler 
(<200 kW) 

6,371 100 277 110 231 290 119 248 203 146 74 177 64 157 1,478 8,567 

Medium Solid 
Biomass Boiler 
(200-1000 kW) 

5,255 222 230 126 257 315 321 317 420 349 363 271 295 354 3,005 9,095 

Large Solid 
Biomass Boiler 
(>1000 kW) 

2,180 81 59 73 91 56 23 83 88 23 57 105 27 54 516 3,000 

Small Solar 
Thermal (<200 
kW) 

5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 6 

Small Water or 
Ground Source 
Heat Pumps 
(<100 kW) 

72 2 3 2 5 3 3 4 2 4 1 2 1 4 25 109 

Large Water or 
Ground Source 
Heat Pumps 
(>100 kW) 

160 5 8 6 6 5 11 15 11 8 7 4 3 10 74 259 

Biomethane 4,150 187 150 331 85 202 337 173 182 82 158 193 280 151 1,758 6,661 

Biogas 558 24 68 17 70 61 78 64 106 72 88 59 114 92 734 1,471 

Air Source Heat 
Pumps 

18 0 2 0 1 3 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 14 35 

CHP 108 56 16 33 44 27 51 23 6 6 44 48 30 10 245 502 

Deep 
Geothermal 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 18,877 677 813 698 790 962 945 929 1,019 691 794 861 815 834 7,850 29,705 

Source: BEIS non-domestic monthly forecast
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Figure 11: Monthly heat generation developments since April 2013 (non-cumulative)  
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Figure 12: Monthly capacity installed (MW) since April 2013 (non-cumulative) 

 

 

    

 

 
Source: Pixie Energy; BEIS non-domestic monthly forecast 
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7 Installer categories 

7.1 Quarterly installer breakdown 

• In Q418, two key types of installers were present in all aspects of 
accredited installations: 

 Crop and animal production, hunting and related service activities 

 Waste collection, treatment and disposal activities; materials recovery 

• Crop and animal production, hunting and related service activities was 
the highest installer type for all aspects of RHI accreditation in Q418 with 
63 (28.5%) of installations, 21.0MW (16.2%) of capacity and 200.5GWh 
(8.0%) of heat paid for 

• Non-domestic accommodation also saw a relatively larger number of 
installations accredited of 18 (8.1%), albeit with low overall capacity 

• Figures 13, 14 and 15 show installer type information for Q418 

 

 Figure 13: Installer types with greatest number of accredited installations Q418 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installer type 
Heat paid for 

GWh % of total 

Crop and animal production, hunting and 
related service activities 

200.5 8.0 

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply 

190.2 7.6 

Manufacture of wood and of products of 
wood and cork 

85.3 3.4 

Waste collection, treatment and disposal 
activities; materials recovery 

83.2 3.3 

Forestry and logging 79.7 3.2 

Installer type 
Accredited installations 

 Number % of total 

Crop and animal production, hunting and 
related service activities 

63 28.5 

Accommodation 18 8.1 

Manufacture of wood and of products of 
wood and cork 

8 3.6 

Other manufacturing 4 1.8 

Waste collection, treatment and disposal 
activities; materials recovery 

4 1.8 

Installer type 
Capacity of installations 

MW % of total 

Crop and animal production, hunting and 
related service activities 

21.0 16.2 

Forestry and logging 6.4 4.9 

Waste collection, treatment and disposal 
activities; materials recovery 

5.9 4.5 

Other manufacturing 4.3 3.3 

Land transport and transport via pipelines 4.3 3.3 

Figure 14: Installer types with greatest capacity installed in Q418 

Figure 15: Installer types with most heat paid for in Q418 
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7.2 Cumulative installer breakdown 

• There are four key types of installers present since November 2011 in all 
aspects of accredited installations: 

o Accommodation 

o Crop and animal production, hunting and related service activities 

o Forestry and logging 

o Manufacture of wood and of products of wood and cork 

• Crop and animal production, hunting and related service activities ranks 
as the highest in terms of capacity installed (1,476MW) and heat paid for 
(7,828GWh) although accommodation ranks first for the greatest quantity 
of installations (5,685) since November 2011 

• Education features as a common installer for the number of installations 
(828) and capacity (204MW) with electricity, gas, steam and air 
conditioning supply featuring as second highest for the quantity of heat 
paid for (2,799GWh) 

• Figures 16, 17 and 18 show installer type information since November 
2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Installer type 
Accredited installations 

 Number % of total 

Accommodation 5,685 29.9 

Crop and animal production, hunting and 
related service activities 

5,350 

 
 28.0 

Forestry and logging 885 

 
4.7 

Education 828 

 
4.4 

Manufacture of wood and of products of 
wood and cork 

581 3.1 

Installer type 
Heat paid for 

GWh % of total 

Crop and animal production, hunting and 
related service activities 

7,828 2.79 

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 
supply 4,799 

 

1.71 

Accommodation 2,952 1.05 

Manufacture of wood and of products of 
wood and cork 

2,769 9.9 

Forestry and logging 1,384 4.9 

Installer type 
Capacity of installations 

 MW % of total 

Crop and animal production, hunting and 
related service activities 

1,476 34.0 

Accommodation 662 15.2 

Manufacture of wood and of products of 
wood and cork 

361 8.3 

Forestry and logging 300 6.9 

Education 204 4.7 

Figure 16: Installer types with greatest number of accredited installations 

Figure 17: Installer types with greatest capacity installed 

Figure 18: Installer types with most heat paid for 
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8 Installations and capacity by region 

8.1 Accredited installations 

• Total accredited installations are prevalent in the Highlands, Dumfries 
and Galloway and western Wales, with all exceeding 500 installations 

 This is compared to less than 50 installations for a large part of 
central and southern England 

• Areas in receipt of between 10-15 installations, and the greatest number 
of installs in Q418, include Aberdeenshire, Herefordshire and Cornwall 
with small pockets in Hyndburn and Wellingborough 

 Areas with 0 installations for Q418 are spread across the middle belt 
of England and in parts of the North West and southern Scotland 

 Some areas saw a decrease in installations in Q418, where they 
were no longer accredited on the scheme. Middlesborough saw the 
greatest number of installations unaccredited (-14), followed by 
Kettering (-10) and Poole (-7) 

• Figure 19 and 20 show accredited installations across the regions of GB 

8.2 Installed capacity 

• Cumulative installed capacity is highest in large parts of Scotland, East 
Riding of Yorkshire and west and central Wales, with all hosting over 
100MW of capacity 

 The lowest installation levels are located in the Shetland and Orkney 
Islands, the Na h-Eileanan Siar and sporadically across the South 
eastern belt of England 

• Aberdeenshire installed the largest capacity in Q418 with over 10MW. 
Other areas of high capacity installation include the Highlands, Dumfries 
and Galloway and west and central Wales 

 Much of England recorded less than 1MW of installed capacity with 
the exception to some areas in the East Midlands and North East 
which recorded up to 5MW 

• Figure 21 and 22 show installed capacity across the regions of GB 

8.3 Trends and patterns 

• Installed capacity over time follows a similar trend to that of accredited 
installations for much of GB 

• A greater number of installations in Scotland compared to England may 
be, in part, due to a greater number of non-domestic properties situated 
off the gas grid. This would increase the requirement for low-carbon heat 
installations accredited under the RHI scheme 
 

• This may also be due to higher engagement levels with the scheme in 
Scotland than in England due to greater awareness and support 
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  Figure 19: Cumulative number of accredited full applications across GB Figure 20: Number of accredited full applications across GB in Q418 
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Figure 21: Cumulative installed capacity across GB (MW) Figure 22: Installed capacity across GB in Q418  
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9 Questions & further contact 

Our next quarterly report will be issued April 2019. 

Visit our website to find out more www.pixie-energy.com/  

Follow us on Twitter: @pixie_energy 

 

For more information please contact: 

 

Michael Brown 

Analyst 

01603 542122 

M.Brown@cornwall-insight.com 

 

Stuart Leaver 

Analyst 

01603 542120 

S.Leaver@cornwall-insight.com 
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